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(2) encourages States, territories, and pos-
sessions of the United States and local com-
munities to support the goals and ideals of
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(3) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and help educate the public about mul-
tiple sclerosis;

(4) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
and local communities that support the
goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week;

(5) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the people of the United States to
combating multiple sclerosis by promoting
awareness about the causes and risks of mul-
tiple sclerosis, and by promoting new edu-
cation programs, supporting research, and
expanding access to medical treatment; and

(6) recognizes all people in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis, ex-
presses gratitude to their family members
and friends who are a source of love and en-
couragement to them, and salutes the health
care professionals and medical researchers
who provide assistance to those living with
multiple sclerosis and continue to work to
find cures and improve treatments.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 436—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE NAT-
URAL DISASTERS ON MADEIRA
ISLAND

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. REED, and Mr. BROWN of
Massachusetts) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 436

Whereas on February 20, 2010, a powerful
storm hit Madeira Island, the largest of the
islands that comprise the Madeira Autono-
mous Region of Portugal, resulting in a se-
ries of devastating flash floods and
mudslides;

Whereas the storm caused boulders, trees,
and earth to be hurled against buildings, car-
ried away vehicles, and washed away roads
and bridges on the south side of Madeira Is-
land, an area that includes Funchal, the cap-
ital of the Madeira Autonomous Region;

Whereas 42 people have lost their lives, 151
people have received treatment for injuries
at the main hospital in Funchal, and hun-
dreds of people have been displaced;

Whereas the storm destroyed a large por-
tion of the water and communication infra-
structure on Madeira Island;

Whereas José Socrates, the Prime Minister
of Portugal, has promised ¢‘all necessary
aid’’ to Madeira, and Alberto Joao Goncalves
Jardim, the President of the Madeira Auton-
omous Region, has consulted with European
Commission President José Manuel Barroso
to seek further assistance;

Whereas a Portuguese Navy frigate has dis-
patched troops to Madeira Island, with Por-
tuguese divers and a medical team also ar-
riving to offer emergency assistance;

Whereas the Government of Portugal has
announced 3 days of national mourning for
those who lost their lives in this disaster;

Whereas the United States is providing as-
sistance through the Office of Foreign Dis-
aster Assistance of the United States Agency
for International Development;

Whereas there are approximately 400 citi-
zens of the United States on Madeira Island,
with TUnited States officials continually
working to ensure their safety and well-
being; and

Whereas a community of approximately
1,600,000 Portuguese-Americans, strongly
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represented in the States of Rhode Island
and Massachusetts, maintain deep and en-
during ties with Portugal and Madeira Is-
land: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) mourns the loss of life and expresses its
deepest condolences to the families of those
killed and injured by floods and mudslides
resulting from the storm that hit Madeira Is-
land on February 20, 2010;

(2) expresses solidarity between the people
of the United States and Madeira, recog-
nizing the historical ties between Por-
tuguese-Americans, Portugal, and the Ma-
deira Autonomous Region; and

(3) applauds the courageous rescue efforts
of fire, medical, and military personnel and
other volunteers in response to the flooding
and mudslides.

SENATE RESOLUTION 437—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE POSI-
TIVE EFFECT OF THE UPCOMING

IRAQI PARLIAMENTARY ELEC-
TIONS ON IRAQ'S POLITICAL
RECONCILIATION AND DEMO-

CRATIC INSTITUTIONS

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. KAUFMAN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 437

Whereas on February 27th, 2009, President
Obama declared that the United States’
‘‘clear and achievable goal’’ is ‘‘an Iraq that
is sovereign, stable, and self-reliant’” and
that the United States will achieve that goal
by working ‘‘to promote an Iraqi government
that is just, representative, and account-
able’’;

Whereas in December 2009, Iraq’s elected
officials ended months of deadlock, passed a
new election law, and scheduled parliamen-
tary elections for March 7, 2010;

Whereas nearly 100,000 American soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines continue to
serve in Iraq, marking the United States’
largest current overseas deployment;

Whereas Iraq’s future sovereignty, sta-
bility, and democracy is threatened by seri-
ous internal and external challenges, includ-
ing—

(1) continuing attempts by Al Qaeda in
Iraq to perpetrate mass casualty terrorist
attacks intended to paralyze the Iraqi state
and reignite sectarian violence;

(2) some surrounding countries’ malign and
destabilizing interference in Iraq’s internal
affairs and their incomplete diplomatic rec-
ognition of Iraq;

(3) unresolved disputes over internal
boundaries, including the City of Kirkuk;

(4) incomplete reintegration of Sunni Arab
communities in Iraq; and

(5) ongoing incidents of civil and human
rights abuses in a diverse, multiconfessional
society;

Whereas, while the United States appre-
ciates the profound conviction of the Iraqi
people to ensure that the Ba’ath party never
returns to power in Iraq, the process by
which scores of candidates have been dis-
qualified from participating in the March 7,
2010 elections—

(1) has not met international standards of
electoral transparency and fairness;

(2) was interpreted by many Iraqis as po-
litically motivated; and

(3) risks diminishing participation in elec-
tions;

Whereas the United States has a clear,
strong, and enduring national interest in
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helping the people of Iraq to establish a sta-
ble, representative, and democratic state;

Whereas the United States committed, in
the Agreement Between the United States of
America and the Republic of Iraq On the
Withdrawal of United States Forces from
Iraq and the Organization of Their Activities
during Their Temporary Presence in Iraq (re-
ferred to in this resolution as the ‘‘Status of
Forces Agreement’) signed in November
2008, to redeploy—

(1) all combat forces from Iraqi cities by
June 30, 2009; and

(2) all United States forces from Iraq by
December 31, 2011;

Whereas United States combat forces suc-
cessfully redeployed from Iraq’s cities by
June 30, 2009, in accordance with the Status
of Forces Agreement, and are likely to carry
out further reductions in the number of
United States military forces in Iraq during
the months after the March 7, 2010 elections;

Whereas the United States and Iraq agreed
in the Strategic Framework Agreement, also
signed in November 2008, to ‘‘continue to fos-
ter close cooperation concerning defense and
security arrangements’’;

Whereas the March 7, 2010 elections and
the subsequent government formation proc-
ess will mark a period of exceptional impor-
tance for the future of Iraq;

Whereas Iraq conducted provincial elec-
tions in January 2009 that were free from
widespread violence and the results of which
were recognized as legitimate by the inter-
nationally community and the Iraqi people;

Whereas several of Iraq’s main electoral
blocs have committed to a Code of Conduct
meant to ensure fair, transparent, and inclu-
sive elections:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the United States’ strong
commitment to building a robust, long-term
partnership with Iraq that strengthens Iraq’s
security, stability, economy, and democracy;

(2) recognizes the United States’ clear and
enduring interest in partnering with the peo-
ple of Iraq in building a stable, representa-
tive, successful, democratic state;

(3) urges the Administration—

(A) to devote continued, high-level atten-
tion and support for the people and Govern-
ment of Iraq toward these goals, in par-
ticular during the critical months after the
March 7, 2010 elections;

(B) to work with the international commu-
nity to provide all necessary support for
Iraqi elections, including technical support
for Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Com-
mission and assistance for domestic and
international monitoring;

(4) calls upon all parties within Iraq—

(A) to ensure that the March 7, 2010 par-
liamentary elections are free, fair, inclusive,
and without violence or intimidation; and

(B) to refrain from rhetoric or actions that
might undercut the legitimacy of such elec-
tions or inflame communal tensions;

(5) urges the countries surrounding Iraq—

(A) to refrain from exercising malign and
destabilizing interference in Iraq’s internal
affairs; and

(B) to allow the people of Iraq to determine
their own future;

(6) calls for the timely formation of an in-
clusive, effective, and representative new
Iraqi government after the March 7, 2010 par-
liamentary elections;

(7) reaffirms that, while United States
military forces redeploy from Iraq in the
months after the March 7, 2010 elections, the
United States must remain engaged in
partnering with the people of Iraq to help
them in building a stable, representative,
and successful democratic state;

(8) expresses gratitude to the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces,
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